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Mr. Bernard Pajewski (Bernie), an ardent admirer of Polish history and culture, who 
was enthusiastically devoted to his heritage, passed away on November 28, 2016 
at the age of 89. He was a lifelong resident of New Britain, Connecticut, a 

graduate of Wesleyan and Cornell Universities, as well as a veteran of the Korean Conflict. 
 I was introduced to Bernie a number of years ago by long-time friend and board member 
Edward Dzielenski. I visited him at his New Britain home and I was astounded by the breadth 
and beauty of his extraordinary collection of Polish folk art. So extensive was the collection that 
there was truly little room to move about the house. At the time, I asked that he donate one 
item to the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning, but he was not inclined to hand over any 
of his beloved companions to a stranger. I tried again a year later. Once more, my request 
was respectfully denied and after a very pleasant conversation and a glass of beer I returned 
to Chicopee sympathetic to Bernie’s strong attachment to his collection and appreciative of his 
passion. A few years later, I learned that he was determined to bequeath his entire Polish folk 
art collection to the Polish Center. 
 The Polish Center took ownership of Bernie’s collection in February of this year. There 
were over 250 pieces of colorful and imaginative wood carvings, 28 decorative hand-

woven textiles—gobelins, kilims pasiaks, sumaks, one full length modern nontraditional sculpted weaving—papercuts (wycinanki), Christmas 
mobiles (pająki), and much more. For those unfamiliar with some of these terms, generally speaking Polish gobelins are pictorial woolen wall-
hangings whose designs can be seen on their front and back sides. Polish kilims are deco-
rative woolen wall-hangings most often with geometric designs. Frequently, people call 
gobelins kilims; however, if there are very elaborate pictorial illustrations that repeat on 
the back sides of the wall hanging, it is inarguably a gobelin. The term pasiak is used for 
colorful striped woolen runners, while sumak is a term for smaller fringed woolen 
hangings with a pattern executed in relief on its surface.
 The most extraordinary pieces of the collection are four outstanding szopki kra-
kowskie (traditional Krakow style creches) from the 1930s and the 1970s measuring 77 
inches, 63 inches, 53 inches, and 39 inches in height. Board member Henry Dziok and 
his son Tom Dziok offered to make stands and glass cases to safely house the szopki. We 
would be remiss not to mention four rare maps: A Newe Mape of Poland Done into 
English by I. Speede, 1627; Typus Generalis Ukrainae Sive Palatinatuum Podoliae, 
Kioviensis et Braczlaviensis Terras …. by Joannssonius van Waesberge, 
1681; New Map of Poland and the Duchy of Lithuania, Shewing their Dismember-
ments and Division Between Austria, Russia, and Prussia in 1772, 1793 & 1795, 1799; 
and a map that might be described as a curiosity that was produced for the 1939 
World’s Fair NYC by Tadeusz Lipski and artist Eliasz Kanarek.
 We are most grateful to Ed and Nancy Dzielenski for their dedication 
orchestrating the receipt of the collection. This was a laborious task which required a 
great deal of organizational skill and hard work. Once the collection was safely in our build-
ing, Nancy Dzielenski devoted herself to categorizing and photographing each item. 
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Colorful wedding reception triptych 
from the Pajewski collection. When 

closed (21″h x 17″w), you see 
the newlyweds in a carriage on 
the way to their reception, the 

greeters with their loaf of 
bread, the family dog, and 
others. Open (21″h x 34″w), 

they stand in the center sur-
rounded by their guests and musicians. 

continued on page 2
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(continued from front page) 

Thanks to Nancy, this very special collection is now documented and items not placed on exhibit carefully packed to be retrieved for possible 
future temporary exhibitions. 
 Visitors to the Polish Center have an opportunity to see many items from the Pajewski collection throughout the museum. A large 
number of the carvings are pleasingly, if not winsomely, displayed on a wall adjacent to our Polish cottage and gallery of regional costumes on the 
third floor of the museum. 
 Members of the Polish Center, potential members and friends are encouraged to come see this exceptional collection. We are grateful 
to Bernard Pajewski for remembering the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning. It is our sincere hope that he would approve of our efforts to 
exhibit and care for his cherished collection. We respect the passion he displayed for his Polish heritage and we marvel at his astonishing achievement. 
Everyone at the Polish Center who knew him wishes him peace and love in the presence of his Creator and joy in the company of those he loved and 
who passed before. Thank you Bernie.

tribute to  Krystyna słowiKowsKa Farley  
and bernard r. PajewsKi

On April 30, 2017, the Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford, Inc. hosted a tribute to Krystyna Słowikowska Farley, whose collection of 
Polish regional dress was described in the Polish Center’s 2016/17 newsletter, and to Bernard R. Pajewski, whose extraordinary collection 
of folkart is featured in this newsletter. The event featured a tour of the Polish Center’s galleries and a talk on Polish folk costumes by 

Staś Radosz as well as a lecture by Marek Czarnecki about the special nature of the Bernard Pajewski collection of folk art. Executive Director, Staś 
Radosz, was presented with the Distinguished Service Award by the Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford. 
 The Polish Cultural Club of Greater Hartford, Inc. has been active since 1976. Its membership is engaged in a multitude of cultural 
activities promulgating Polish culture and unselfishly supporting the work of other organizations and individuals. It helped to estabilish the first 
endowed chair of Polish and Polish-American studies at Central Connectict State University and it is an affiliate of the American Council for Polish 
Culture. The Polish Center thanks the event committee (Marek Czarnecki, Patricia Kaczynski, Anna-Mae Maglaty, Carol Phelan, Frances Pudlo, 
Virginia Pudlo, Elizabeth Sikorsky, and Nancy Yiznitsky) for its outstanding work in making this an exceptional event. We also thank Ms. Michelle 
Maglaty Mostello, Chief Financial Officer at Expertek Systems, Inc. for her generous gift of $1,000.
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they risKed their lives
Poles who saved jews during the holocaust

The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning was host to a remarkable traveling exhibit with a powerful message of human 
kindness in a time of brutality and hateful inhumanity. The exhibit was open to the public July 7 through August 7, 2017 
and consisted of 18 unique, illustrated posters featuring Polish rescuers during the Second World War collected from testi-

monies by the State of Israel Righteous Among Nations as well as Holocaust survivors gathered within the framework of the Warsaw 
based POLIN Museum of the History of Polish Jews oral history project “Polish Righteous—Recalling Forgotten History”. 
 The original creators of the exhibit note that Polish people were both direct victims of the German Nazi occupation and wit-
nesses to every aspect of cruelty and criminal behaviour committed against European Jewry within Poland during the Holocaust. In 
occupied Poland, unlike in the countries of Western Europe, simply helping Jews was considered a crime punishable by death. Despite 
this fact, there were Poles who stood up to evil and risked their own lives and those of their families.

“Polish heritage
a history oF a Proud community”

The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning will be featured prominently in a new volume of the Ethnic Heritage Book Series 
scheduled to be published this fall by The Republican, a Springfield, Massachusetts newspaper. This volume covers the history 
of the Polish-American Community of Western Massachusetts and is expected to be well over 400 pages in length. Co-editors 

Wayne E. Phaneuf (Executive Editor of The Republican) and Joseph Carvalho III (retired Executive Director of the Springfield Muse-
ums) have assembled an extensive collection of photographs and stories of early Polish immigrant families, organizations, businesses, 
farms, and more for what promises to be a remarkable book. Mr. Phaneuf and Mr. Carvalho toured our museum and were very 
impressed with our exhibits. There will be countless images from our displays in the book, since they later returned and spent a great 
deal of time photographing our materials. The Polish Center has been working very closely with The Republican.     
 We expect that the book will be released by the publishers before Christmas. There will be a supplement to the regular news-
paper, which will give information about the publishing date, cost, and how the book may be purchased. We expect that copies will be 
available for purchase at the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning.

chicago society Foundation grant

Due to the age, size and extraordinary nature of four szopki krakowskie from the Pajewski Collection (see introductory article 
in this newsletter) special care was needed to protect and exhibit them for future generations to enjoy. The cost for the 
purchase of appropriate cases from a commercial source was prohibitive so it was determined that we build our own. The 

Polish Center of Discovery and Learning applied for and was awarded a generous grant of $6,000 from the Chicago Society Founda-
tion to build four especially large glass display cases to accommodate these szopki. The frames and structure of the cases were built 
by Tom Dziok, son of Henry Dziok (a longtime friend, board member and supporter of the Polish 
Center). Sadly, Henry passed away October 24, 2017. Thanks to Nancy Dzielenski, protective and 
decorative skirts were made for the cases, in addition to four elaborate upholstery fabric backdrops 
to enclose the cases and properly shield the fragile exhibits from dust and damage.
 We are indebted to Terry Sherman, a devoted promoter of the Polish Center and its 
mission, for bringing the Chicago Society to our attention and thank its Civic Vice President, 
Charles A. Komosa, for his guidance and advocacy. The Chicago Society was established in 1912. 
Throughout its history it has tirelessly supported the professional efforts of its members and ad-
vanced the civic, social, economic and cultural development of its community. Among its 
many activities, it helps “coordinate the humanitarian work of various Polish charitable units  and 
aides in the care and prevention of delinquency among Polish youth” through its Polish American 
Association. It is affiliated with The Polish National Alliance (PNA), the oldest Polish fraternal 
and insurance organization in North America. The Polish National Alliance has been one of the 
strongest supporters of the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning. We look forward to hosting 
the members of the Chicago Society Foundation and the PNA and encourage them to visit us soon. 
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Preserving Polish heritage 
in western massachusetts

Earlier this year the Legislature passed and the Governor signed a bill to create the Commission to Preserve Polish Heritage in 
Western Massachusetts. The Commission consists of two State Senators, three Representatives, four members from different 
Polish groups and one member representing the University of Massachusetts. The State Senators are Eric Lesser and Donald 

Humason. The Representatives are Todd Smola, John Sciback and Peter Kocut. The appointed members are Barbara Gaskalka 
MacEwan, Fred Zimnoch, Peter Novak, Carl Eger and Robert Rothstein.
 The Commission is chaired by Carl Eger from the Polish Center and meets twice a month at the Polish Center of Discovery 
and Learning. Carl is the Polish Center’s Chairman of the Board. In addition, Joanne Gruszkos, who is the Polish Center’s Vice-Chair,  
also serves as the Commission’s Recording Secretary.
 To date, the Commission has brought in a number of people from different organizations to gather information about 
the Polish Community with the goal of developing ways to promote Polish contributions and organizations in the area. After their 
completion of the fact-finding phase, they will report back to the Legislature, submitting a series of recommendations to meet the 
goals that were included in the legislation.

 
innovative, colorFul and at times amusing 

Polish christmas nativity exhibit
december 4 – january 5

monday through sunday 1-5 Pm 
excePt For christmas eve, december 24 and christmas day, december 25; new 

year’s eve, december 31 and new year’s day, january 1 

a large selection of many delightful nativity scenes by folk artists  
from the bernard r. Pajewski collection will be on display  

during the holiday season at the
Polish center oF discovery and learning
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  Please return to: 
        Polish Center
        33 South Street
        Chicopee, MA  01013 

The success of This very special cenTer depends on a continued strong expression of 
interest and support by the College and people like you — the friends of Polish culture! We invite you to 
become a supporting member (or renew your membership) of the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 
please encourage others — friends and family—to support the polish center.

____ (Chopin Circle) $1,000 and above   ____ (Copernicus Circle) $100-$249 
    
____ (Kosciuszko Circle) $500-$999   ____ (Matejko Circle) $50-$99

____ (Sklodowska-Curie Circle) $250-$499  ____ (Mickiewicz Circle) $35-$49
My Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip ___________________________________________________ Phone______________
I would like to receive newsletters and other messages from the Polish Center by e-mail   ____Yes     ____No
My e-mail address is __________________________

Please asK about memorial  
and celebratory oPPortunities 
Choose to name an area of the Polish Center after your family  

or someone especially important to you, a fraternal organization, or enterprise. 

The Polish Center is a 501(c)(3) organization.  
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law.

Polskie Centrum Naukowe jest organizacj¹ niezale¿n¹ i niedochodow¹. 
A special gift of  $ ________ in honor or memory of __________________________________

OUR BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS FOR 2017

Board Chairman: Mr. Carl Eger, Jr.
Vice-Chair: Ms. Joanne Gruszkos 

President: Mr. Ronald Lech  
Vice-President: Mr. Robert Lepecki

Treasurer: Mr. Joseph Pieciak
Clerk: Ms. Helen Vaselacopoulos

Mr. Gerald Balut, Mr. Gregory Bernat, 
Mr. Edward Dzielenski, Atty. Michael Kogut,  

Mr. Joseph Kos, Dr. Joan Czaja Marsh,  
Mr. Mike Minkos, Michael Pise, Mr. Jack Sarat, 

Jr., Mr. Henry Suski, Ms. Elzbieta Swiercz,  
Mr. Waclaw Szymczakiewicz. 

President emeritus: mr. joseph topor, jr.
FOUNDER AND ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mr. Stanis³aw (Staœ) Radosz

josePh m. toPor, jr. retires  
as President oF the board

The success of an organization such as the Polish Center of 
Discovery and Learning depends on the exceptional dedica-
tion, talent, and energy of many individuals. Joseph Topor is 

such an individual. He has played an integral role in the building of this 
remarkable museum from the first days of its establishment. In 
addition, throughout his many years as President of the Board, he has 
provided a much needed sense of stability and continuity to a vigorously 
developing institution. Joseph Topor is presented with this year’s Polish 
Center of Discovery and Learning’s Community Service Award as he 
retires and becomes President Emeritus. We applaud his strong 
support of his Polish heritage and thank him for playing his part 
in building a unique monument to the history and culture of the 
Polish people.

so many PeoPle have contributed in the Past to 
maKing the Polish center oF discovery and  

learning a successFul organization. 
 ONLY THROUGH YOUR GENEROSITY CAN WE GROW AND  

SUSTAIN THIS SUCCESS IN FUTURE YEARS.
“EMBRACE YOUR HERITAGE”
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EMBRACE YOUR HERITAGE

cele  
PolsKiego centrum 

 nauKowego 
 Zbieranie i przechowywanie przedmiotów 
o tematyce historyczno-kulturalnej polskiej 
ludnoœci w Stanach Zjednoczonych i w Polsce.
 Po zrealizowaniu celów, pragniemy staæ 
siê ¿ywym pomnikiem czcz¹cym pamiêæ 
polskich emigrantów i ich potomków jako 
wspó³uczestników ¿ycia kultury, nauki i 
ekonomii tego kraju.
 Organizowanie wystaw, warsztatów 
naukowych, wyk³adów i seminariów
 Udzielanie pomocy osobom szukaj¹cym 
informacji i materia³ów pomocniczych o 
Polsce  i Polakach w Stanach Zjednoczonych.
 Udzielanie wsparcia osobom d¹¿¹cym do 
wprowadzenia polskich tematów do programów 
nauczania i utworzenie baz danych informacji 
dotycz¹cych Polski i Polonii.

Photo from the Starzyk family collection  in the Archives of the 
Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 

POLISH CENTER HOURS 
1 TO 5 PM MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY  
EXCEPT FOR MAJOR HOLIDAYS  AND  

INCLEMENT WEATHER.
Special arrangements may be made  

for other hours and days by calling in advance.
 Phone 413-592-0001.

Like us on FACEBOOK ! 
facebook.com/thepolishcenter


