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a new GaLLeRY eXHIBIT aT THe poLIsH CenTeR 
THe poLIsH seConD CoRps, woJTeK THe 

soLDIeR BeaR anD MonTe CassIno

FROM SIBERIA TO TEHERAN, PALESTINE, 
EGYPT, ITALY, ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND — 
September 1, 1939, Germany invaded Poland, 

incorporating the western Polish provinces into the 
German Reich and establishing the General Government 
in the remainder of the central provinces under its control. 
September 17, 1939, Russia, an ally of Germany, invaded 
the Polish eastern provinces, incorporating them into 
the Soviet Union. Over 1.5 million Poles were eventu-
ally rounded-up and FORCIBLY DEPORTED to labor 
camps in northern Russia, Siberia and Kazakhstan. 
Approximately 3.5 million Poles were sent to slave labor 
in Germany. 
 Following a surprise German invasion of the Soviet 
Union in June 1941, Russia concluded an agreement 
with Britain and the Polish government in exile to free 
Poles detained in the Soviet Union in order to form an 
army under the command of General Władysław An-
ders—who until then was imprisoned and tortured in 
the infamous Moscow Lubianka prison. Able volunteers 
were followed by a wretched population of starving men, 
women and children who hoped to escape the misery of 
Russian exile. Unable to come to terms with the Soviet 
regime, General Anders, like a Polish Moses, led a ragtag 
group across the Caspian Sea to freedom in Iran.  
 While in Iran, they adopted Wojtek, a baby brown 

Syrian bear who was to become a companion and Private in the Polish Army. Together with Polish units already 
in combat in Egypt and Libya, they made up the Polish Second Corps under the command of the British Eighth 
Army. The Second Corps was to distinguish itself in Italy where in 1944 it succeeded—suffering especially heavy 
losses—in taking the hilltop monastery at Monte Cassino from German defensive positions blocking the allied 
route to Rome.
 These remarkable individuals faithfully clung to the belief that the pain, fear and hunger they endured 
fighting abroad would grant them, without question, the right to return to a homeland free of foreign occupation and 
further peril to their lives. They were wrong. Those returning from the West feared persecution, abduction, possible 
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assassination, or once again detention in a Rus-
sian gulag. Wojtek, the orphaned soldier bear 
shared their fate. As a symbol of the men and 
women who fought in the West, a companion 
to many who were once destined to perish in 
Siberia and Kazakhstan, he would certainly 
not have been able to live out his remaining 
years safely in post-war Poland. At the end 
of the war, a new home was found for him 
in the Edinburgh Zoo, where he delighted 
visitors until his death in 1963. 

ABOUT PRIVATE WOJTEK —  When in Iran, a few of 
the Poles purchased from a needy local youngster some odds and 
ends, including a cloth bag containing a small orphaned bear. The 
Poles felt they had much in common with the animal which was 
motherless and facing a bleak future. They adopted him as a 
mascot and friend and named him Wojtek. 
Wojtek was to become a very affectionate six-foot tall, 500-lb 
companion who was fond of playing with his human associates, 
frequent baths, raiding food stores, drinking two bottles of beer a day and, on occasion 
enjoying a cigarette or two. He identified totally with his human acquaintances. 
 Wojtek was made an official Private in the Polish Army and followed the Polish Second Corps through 
Palestine, Egypt, Italy and on to Scotland. While in Italy, the bear played a role in the battle at Monte Cassino. 
He voluntarily helped move supplies, artillery shells and heavy boxes of ammunition. After capturing the 
monastery, the insignia of the Second Corps was changed picturing a bear carrying a heavy artillery shell. 
 At the close of the war, the unit was sent to Glasgow, Scotland. Soon, it was disbanded and Wojtek, like 
so many other Polish soldiers, needed to find another home. Poland was out of the question because of the politi-
cal situation in the country. Returning to Poland after the war was dangerous for Wojtek, who became a symbol 
of the fighting men and women who refused to affiliate themselves with the Soviet military and prepared to align 
themselves with the British. This incredible, gentle warrior bear, who was familiar with only the Polish language, 
was welcomed by the Edinburgh Zoo There, he lived out his remaining years as a Scottish superstar. Wojtek died 
in 1963 at the age of twenty-two. 
 A bronze statue of Wojtek and his closest companion Piotr Prendys—designed by sculptor Alan Herriot—
will be erected in Edinburgh city center. 

BATTLE MAP AND BOOKS — Above our Wojtek displayed on the second floor there is an original historic 
map entitled “Szkic Terenu Walk o Monte Cassino” (Sketch of the Battle Terrain for Monte Cassino) measuring 
36 inches by 47 inches. It was produced by the Polish 12th Geographic Company of the 2nd Corps in 1944. Below 
the map are three major books that have been published about Wojtek and the 2nd Corps. 
 The first is the Collins London 1971 printing of “Soldier Bear” written by  Geoffrey Morgan and Wiesław 
Lasocki, which has become a classic. 
 Another is an excellent new publication entitled “Wojtek the Bear; Polish War Hero written by Aileen Orr, 
and published in Edinburgh in 2010. Copies of this book will be available for purchase at the Polish Center as 
soon as we receive them from the distributor. The hard copy has already gone out of print and we are waiting for 
a new paperback edition. 
 The third book is a publication which was written by Bibi Dumon Tak and translated from the original 
Dutch by Laura Watkinson. The book received the 2012 Batchelder Award for “the most outstanding children’s 
book originally published in a language other than English in a country other than the United States, and 
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subsequently translated into English for publication in the United States”. It is a novel for young people based on 
actual events and it is nicely illustrated by Philip Hopman. 

ANDERS PORTRAIT AND CARICATURES — The exhibit includes a beautifully executed pastel of General 
Władysław Anders by Wiktor Geldner donated to the Polish Center by his daughter Janina Muszynski. 
 Thanks to Mr. Kazimierz Barut, we were able to include a selection of caricatures from a series of 
caricatures issued in 1969 by “Vilno” in Birmingham, England for the 25th anniversary of the battle for Monte 
Cassino. They are the work of Mieczysław Kuczyński, a member of the 2nd Corps. The caricatures selected for 
our exhibit  include:

1. Stalin leading a mass of Poles to Siberia while joyfully singing in Russian “How wide is my native land!.

2. Hitler seen ready to cross the German/Soviet border as a Russian hands a proclamation of “Amnesty for   
Poles” to General Sikorski, Head of the London Polish Government in Exile. General Anders stands before 
a physically exhausted Polish family saying “Under my command!”.

3. General Anders, like Moses in Exodus, leads the Poles out of Siberia across the Caspian Sea to Persia. 
Under his arm rests a copy of Adam Mickiewicz’s messianic work “Księgi narodu polskiego i pielgrzymstwa 
polskiego” (The Book of the Polish Nation and Polish Pilgrimage). Messianism was an early 19th century 
view of Poland as a nation that must suffer, like Christ, to redeem Europe.

4. We see the Battle of Monte Cassino depicted as the especially well-known 1878 painting “Battle of 
Grunwald” by Jan Matejko. The 1410 Battle of Grunwald was one of the major European conflicts of the 
Middle Ages in which Poland and Lithuania struck a significant blow against the political and territorial 
expansionism of the Teutonic Order.

FILM TO BE SHOWN — The BBC produced a wonderful documentary titled “Wojtek- the Bear that Went to 
War” which was shown on television in the United Kingdom. The Polish Center has acquired a copy of the film 
and will hold a couple of showings Monday, February 18, 2013 at 3:00 PM and Wednesday, February 20, 2013 at 
6:30 PM. The film will be shown at the Polish Center. Seating is limited so come early and stay to view the exhibit 
on the second floor. If need be, we can schedule a third showing later in the year. 

OUR BOARD OF  
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President: Mr. Joseph Topor, Jr.  
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THE MISSION  
OF THE POLISH CENTER: 

To collect and preserve historical objects 
representative of the material culture of the 
Polish people in America and in Poland; to 
prepare exhibits of historical and cultural materials; 
to help individuals locate information about 
Poland and the Poles in America; to offer a 
variety of lectures, conferences, seminars, 
concerts and other events which promote an 
interest in Polish and Polish-American culture; to 
become a living monument that celebrates the 
contribution of the Polish people to the arts, 
economy and the sciences; to provide learning 
resources and programming.

 The Center cooperates regionally with 
the initiatives of other institutions and cultural 
associations and seeks to maintain a strong 
working relationship with them. We aspire to 
be a national organization. Like us on FACEBOOK ! 

facebook-com/thepolishcenter



October 2, 2011, the Polish Center acquired 
an object that will remain the most 

remarkable acquisition in its collection. Dr. 
Marek Zabojszcz arrived from Warsaw to 
deliver a plaster cast of the late Pope John Paul 
II’s entire right hand. Our copy was made from 
the same mold used to make a bronze copy that 
now resides permanently in Poland. 
 Dr. Zabojszcz, a pharmaceutical specialist 
in the field of medical materials and artificial 
implants is the founder of the Polish company 
Zhermack SpA, which in 2003 provided the 
silicon compound employed to produce the 
impression. 
 Although there also exists a bronze 
impression of John Paul’s palm print in the 
United States, our copy is that of his entire 
hand.
 Thanks to the generosity of Carolyn 
and Joseph Topor, Jr., a unique display case 
commissioned in the Podhale mountaineer 
style from Zakopane artist Janusz Jędrzejowski, 
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a ReMaRKaBLe new aCquIsITIon
RepLICa oF THe RIGHT HanD  

oF pope JoHn pauL II 

a professor at the renowned A. Kenar School of 
Plastic Arts in Zakopane, Poland. The Kenar School 
has been in existence for over 130 years.
 Prof. Jędrzejowski, born in Zakopane 
in 1956, works in metal and wood. He studied 
at the Kenar School and the Kraków Academy 
of Fine Arts. The artist appears to be more of 
a realist and traditionalist even though he 
received his diploma under the direction of the 
renowned abstractionist artist Józef Murzyn. 
 The wooden case is made so that the 
hand can be seen from three sides. Carved 
designs on the inner right door of the 
case are Our Lady of Częstochowa with a 
Tatra couple below. The inner left door of 
the case has Our Lady of Ostrobrama with a 
Kraków couple below. There are also distinc-
tive Carpathian alpine bells above the hand 
and Tatra parzenica patterns on the front of the 
doors. A Polish Eagle is displayed on  the roof 
above the coat-of-arms of John Paul II.
 

Born Karl wojtyła, 18 may 1920-died 2 april 2005 
elected to the papacy 1978



poLIsH CenTeR HeRITaGe TouRs
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The purpose of our Polish Center heritage tours has 
always been to provide participants with an 

introduction to Poland and its culture that is both 
entertaining and instructive, in a manner atypical of 
the majority of commercial programs. Each Polish 
Center tour program attempts to acquaint both young 
and old with the basic features that define the nation 
and its people, as well as that which is little known or 
unexpected. There is no doubt in my mind that we 
have been successful in accomplishing our goal in 
the past. 
 Former heritage tours were either designed 
around a particular topic or focused on a specific 
region of the country. Anyone who has taken part in 
all the tours during the last ten years (there are some 
individuals who have participated in a good num-
ber of them) have been introduced to central Poland, 
northern Poland, eastern Poland, southern Poland, and 
western Poland, including the history and folklore 
of the country as well as a more intimate look at 
the contemporary life of 
its people—the way they 
work and the way they live. 
Tours covered the Baltic 
coast, northeastern lake 
district, the bucolic rolling 
lowlands of central Poland 
the high peaked mountains 
of the Tatras to the gentle 
green mountains of the 
Silesian Beskids. Visits to 
the workshops of talented 
craftsmen and women, 
little known centuries-old 
centers of Polish religious 
minorities, prehistoric sites, 
ghosts, medieval reenact-
ments, stork sanctuaries and horse breeding farms 
made the experience of learning about Poland more 
lively and multifaceted. 
 The program for 2011 had the participants 
come into Warsaw after which they were introduced to 
the major sites in the city. Our tours never omit a visit 
to the Polish Military Museum. This museum, with is 
remarkable exhibits, is a gem of Polish history which 
no one should miss seeing. If anything, the breadth of 
the experience will be enhanced when the collection 
moves in 2013 to a newly constructed spacious 

and rather striking edifice.
 Since so many members and friends of the Polish 
Center attended the performance of the Mazowsze 
Song and Dance Ensemble at the UMass Fine Arts 
Center November 17, 2010, we thought it would be 
interesting to see Karolin, the home training and 
rehearsal center of the company on our way to 
Torun, gingerbread capital of Poland and birthplace of 
Nicolaus Copernicus (Mikołaj Kopernik). There was a 
opportunity for everyone to laugh and simply get lost 
in the moment while making decorative gingerbread 
at the gingerbread museum. If you know anyone who 
signed up for the tour, ask them to show you their 
creation! Of course, stopping in Łowicz, with its rich 
and colorful folk culture was a must. 
 The weather was most accommodating 
throughout most of the trip. Rarely did it rain and the 
temperature tended to remain in the 70s F during most 
of our stay in Poland. Because of this, visiting the 
3,000-year-old pre-historic settlement of Biskupin was 

especially pleasant. The 
sun lit the stage for viewing 
this ancient site located 
in idyllic surroundings, 
embraced on three sides by 
marsh and quiet reed-filled 
waters. It was a perfect begin-
ning for visiting Gniezno, 
the cradle of the Polish 
State. Not only did Poland 
officially accept Christian-
ity here in 966, but earlier this 
was the home of Lech, 
progenitor of the Polish 
people, legendary Popiel, 
the evil monarch devoured 
by mice, and humble Piast, 

founder of the Polish nation. 
 While staying at Rydzyna Castle, illuminated by 
the light of a bonfire the specter of a former lady of the 
residence searching for forgiveness for an evil deed 
committed centuries ago and unable to rest peacefully 
in death visited our group during a garden dinner. A 
mischievous and a bit disheveled witch lacking, perhaps, 
a sense of fashion assisted in revealing the plot of the 
story while “befriending” the guests.  
 On our way to the Kliczków Castle, where we 
were scheduled to spend the following night and to 

(continued )
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make use of the spa facilities, our group visited Boleslawiec, 
home of the renown Polish pottery sold all over the world. 
Everyone had an opportunity to visit one of the larger 
factories to see how the pottery was made and to buy a 
few pieces to take home.  
 There were special moments to 
remember and cherish: a historical 
site, perhaps some feature of the 
Polish landscape, a chance to see 
how people live and work (such 
as the crystal factory we visited), 
or conversations with new friends. 
One place I look forward to return-
ing to is the quiet, modestly elegant 
Czarny Las Palace located in a mar-
velously bucolic setting among fields, 
trees and reed adorned ponds. However, I 
did look forward to going the next day to the 

2011 TOUR PARTICIPANTS
Front Row:
Ed Jeronczyk, Alberta Martin, Barbara 
Sroback “no.2”  Ann Szymanski,  
Arlene Jeronczyk, Polish Guide Marek 
Gajewski, Victoria Wilk, Frances 
McGaha, Valerie Wilk, Rebecca Watt, 
Rachel Watt

Back Row: 
Fran Martin, Ed Skroback, Jim Machnik, 
Liz O’Goley, Stas Radosz, Carol Watt, 
Joe Parzych, Annette Jeronczyk,  
Andy Skroback, Barbara Skroback, 
Jimmy McGaha, Helen Grabowski, 
Samuel Watt, John Conniff

Beskid mountains. They are so very different from 
the Carpathians in Podhale. Along the way we visited 
a lace maker in the village of Koniaków, then stayed 
for a while in the town of Wisla. While in the Beskids we 

traveled to Żywiec, near the Czech border, to tour the 
Żywiec brewery, then on to Wadowice, the birth-
place and home of John Paul II, and the spectacu-
lar city of Kraków, the gem of all Polish towns. 
This was a tour rich in many experiences. 

We Will be planning another tour for the 
summer of 2013. 

ContaCt us if you are interested in 
joining us next year.

noRTHaMpTon pułasKI paRaDe enGLIsH as a seConD LanGuaGe

The Polish Heritage Committee of Northampton 
announces its 2012 parade in honor of General 

Casimir Pulaski, Father of the American Cavalry, 
 We encourage all organizations and individuals, 
especially those who have not had an opportunity to 
participate in the past, to consider taking part Monday, 
October 8, 2012. 
 For further information on how your can par-
ticipate or support the parade and its activities, please 
contact Ms. Linda Golash at 413-247-3324 or write 
to Polish Heritage Committee, 127 King Street, 
Northampton, MA 01060

The Polish Center will offer adults with limited English 
proficiency an opportunity to learn English com-

munication skills. Lessons address the needs of daily 
living as well as the language for the work force. Skills 
covered include speaking, pronunciation, simple 
conversation, reading, following directions, writing, spelling, 
simple sentence structures, and some grammar.
 Classes will be led by professional teachers Ms Adelle 
Love and Ms. Rose Dachowski. Class size is limited to 10 peo-
ple and scheduled for 4 Thursday evenings November 
8, 15, 22, 29 at 6:30 pm. A nonrefundable donation of 
$20 to the Polish Center is required for participation. 



Y ou are cordially invited to join in the 
festivities and celebration at the 2012 

Krakus Festival. The Krakus Festival is the 
year’s most important benefit dinner with 
entertainment for the Polish Center of 
Discovery and Learning. 
 Each year, we have been honoring 
people at the dinner, who we have determined 
to be exceptional role models for others in 
the Polish community. These are individuals 
admired for unreserved support of our 
Polish heritage and widely acknowledged 
for their extraordinary talents or remarkable 
deeds. 
 This year’s award will go to Mrs. Janina Lupa, 
a successful Polish American business woman, 
community benefactor and champion of Polish 
American causes.

THe KRaKus FesTIVaL 2012
HonoRs MRs. JanIna Lupa

 Mrs. Lupa serves as a splendid example 
of an individual who with great determi-
nation, boundless energy and diligence 
raised a family, established and continues 
to direct a successful business (NL 
Construction of Ludlow). Together with 
her husband, she built and maintains the 
impressive Lupa Zoo, which attracts not 
only local residents but a wide variety of 
out-of-state visitors. She has always been 
committed to generously providing support 
to her community when it is in need.
 Those who wish to receive dinner 
reservation information are cordually 

invited to contact the Polish Center at 413-592-0001 
or to write to The Polish Center, 33 South Street, 
Chicopee, MA 01013. Individuals on our mailing 
list should be receiving invitations soon. 
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THE 2012 KRAKUS FESTIVAL WILL BE HELD  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2012
5 PM COCKTAILS   6 PM DINNER

POLISH AMERICAN CITIzENS CLUB
355 EAST ST. LUDLOW, MA 01056

Monday October 22 at 7:00 pm, we have an opportunity to expe-
rience a performance at the University of Massachusetts 

Fine Arts Center Concert Hall (Amherst) by Poland’s premier 
orchestra. Since it was established in 1901, the Warsaw Phil-
harmonic Orchestra has become one of the major musical insti-
tutions in Europe. Because of its high level of profession-
alism, the Philharmonic has been able to attract many notable 
conductors and soloists. For its 2012‒2013 tour, the Warsaw 
Philharmonic and Maestro Antoni Wit, general and artistic di-
rector, will be joined by Yulianna Avdeeva, the 2010 First Prize 
winner of the 16th International Fryderyk Chopin Competition 
in Warsaw. 
 The concert will feature the works of Witold Lutoslawski, Fryderyk Chopin, and Antonin Dvorak. Those 
interested in attending this performance are encouraged to order their tickets early for good seating. Tickets can 
be ordered with a VISA or MasterCard, from the Fine Arts Center Box Office at 545-2511 or 1- 800-999-UMAS 
Monday through Friday from 10 am to 6 pm while the University is in session. If you prefer to order online, visit 
the UMass Fine Arts Center home page and simply click “Buy” next to the event that you would like to attend. 
Or, stop by the Box Office located at the Fine Arts Center concert Hall Monday through Friday from 10am - 6pm 
while the university is in session. Ask about special discounts. Tickets are $40, $35, $15, ages 17 and under $10. 
 Since October is Polish Heritage Month, the Polish Center has been invited to place and exhibit in the 
Concert Hall entrance.



enDowMenTs anD GRanTs awaRDeD
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HaMpDen BanK  
eDuCaTIon GRanT

RoMan sKIBICKI CuLTuRaL 
enDowMenT FunD

A grant of $25,000 has been awarded by the Hampden 
Bank which will be distributed throughout 

a five-year period to assist the Polish Center of 
Discovery and Learning in its mission to become a 
resource center to schools in the Greater Springfield 
area. The goal of the grant is to develop perma-
nent outreach programs to local public and private 
schools in Western Massachusetts.
 Students and teachers will participate in a special 
educational project at the Polish Center. The grant 
project reaches out to local organizations to provide 
them with museum and educational programs and to 
make the community aware of the rich cultural, 
economic, and scientific contribution of the Polish 
people to the European and American experiences. 
The manager and director of the program is Mr. 
Ronald Lech, Associate Director of the Polish 
Center and former teacher and administrator in the 
East Longmeadow Public Schools.
 

The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 
received a gift of $35,000 which was placed in a 

endowment account known as the Roman Skibicki 
Cultural Endowment Fund by grandson John F. 
Skibiski, Jr. of Northampton, Massachusetts. The fund 
remains open for other contributions. 
 The purpose of the endowment is to help 
underwrite the costs of cultural and scholarly activities 
concerning Polish tradition, history, the arts, music, oral 
histories, genealogy, crafts, associated entertainment, 
tutorials in language, awareness activities (oral and 
display) to promote favorably the Polish image and to 
stimulate awareness of matters which would benefit 
the public.
 Knowing no English, Roman Skibicki came 
to the United States from Podkamien near Brody in 
1888 at the age of 20. He was one of the first Polish 
settlers in Sunderland, where he worked as a 
farmhand, later onion sharecropper, then owner 
of several farms and an onion dealer of note, acquiring 
significant business success. Mr. Skibicki died in 1920 
at 52 years of age.

soLIDaRITY & MaRTIaL Law In poLanD
a ReTRospeCTIVe pRoGRaM noVeMBeR 17, 2012

sponsoReD BY THe KosCIuszKo FounDaTIon new enGLanD CHapTeR anD THe poLIsH CenTeR

The central feature around which this program revolves is a exhibit of some of the last surviving photographs 
documenting the Solidarity movement in Poland taken by Jerzy Polak. Mr. Polak participated in a movement 

that contributed a great deal to changing the direction history would take Central and East Europe. Few dared 
to take photos in public then so that these are now among the rare number that document that extraordinary era. 
 Martial Law was responsible for a breach of trust initiated by the pro-Soviet Polish regime that led to 
the final dismemberment of the regime and, in time, the Soviet Bloc. It is worthwhile to remember this workers’ 
movement begun in the shipyards of northern Poland not only because of the 10,000 people who were detained 
and the many who lost their lives, but because it was a movement initiated by individuals from every level of 
society that significantly impacted the entire world. 
 At 10 am November 17 the film “War Games” will be shown in the Elms College Library Theater, This 
film is about Polish Army Col. Ryszard Kuklinski, who provided valuable information to the United States about 
Soviet and Warsaw Pact military operations from the early 1970s to 1981. Those who wish, may stay for a buffet 
luncheon at the school cafeteria ($7.00) before returning to the Library for the conference/roundtable discussion 
from 1-4 pm. Guest moderator of the discussion is Dr. Anthony Bajdek and featured speaker is Mr. Jerzy Polak, 
the photographer. Everyone is invited to attend. A reception and opening of the photo exhibit will follow from 4-6 
pm at the Polish Center. The photographs will be on exhibit at the Polish Center Monday through Friday between 
1and 5 pm from November 17 through November 30. The film “To Kill A Priest”, featuring Christopher Lambert 
as Fr. Jerzy Popiełuszko will be shown at the Polish Center on December 2 at 2 PM and December 3 at 6:30 PM. 
Seating is limited so come early.  



The success of This very special cenTer depends on a continued strong expression of 
interest and support by the College and people like you — the friends of Polish culture! We invite you to 
become a supporting member (or renew your membership) of the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning 
at Elms College. please encourage others — friends and family—to support the polish center.

____ (Chopin Circle) $1,000 and above   ____ (Copernicus Circle) $100-$249 
    
____ (Kosciuszko Circle) $500-$999   ____ (Matejko Circle) $50-$99

____ (Sklodowska-Curie Circle) $250-$499  ____ (Mickiewicz Circle) $35-$49
My Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip ___________________________________________________ Phone______________
I would like to receive newsletters and other messages from the Polish Center by e-mail   ____Yes     ____No
My e-mail address is __________________________

  Please return to: 
        Polish Center
        33 South Street
        Chicopee, MA  01013 

pLease asK aBouT MeMoRIaL oppoRTunITIes 
Choose to name an area of the Polish Center after your family  

or someone especially important to you, a fraternal organization, or enterprise. 

A wonderful opportunity to 
“EMBRACE YOUR HERITAGE”

The Polish Center is a 501(c)(3) organization.  
Donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by the law.

Polskie Centrum Naukowe jest organizacj¹ niezale¿n¹ i niedochodow¹. 
A special gift of  $ ________ in honor or memory of __________________________________

POLISH CENTER HOURS 
1 TO 5 PM DAILY EXCEPT FOR MAJOR  

HOLIDAYS  AND INCLEMENT WEATHER.
Special arrangements may be made for other hours and days by 
calling in advance. Phone 413-592-0001.
E-mail: polishcenter@elms.edu   Website: www.polishcenter.net

LIST OF NEWSLETTER ILLUSTRATIONS
Page 1
 Wojtek Soldier Bear and the Polish Second Corps exhibit.
Page 2
    Caricatures from Mieczysław Kuczyński’s work “Dzieje 2go Korpusu...Inaczej!”
Page 4
     John Paul II exhibit.   
Page 5
     Czarny Las Palace.  
Page 6
     2011 tour participants.
     Żywiec porter beer.
Page 7
     Krakus Festival Dragon
     Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra

WE WELCOME YOU TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR BECOME A NEW MEMBER
YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT to us because it allows us to continue our work throughout the year. The Pol-
ish Center is a unique institution which depends on individuals such as yourself, businesses, various organizations, and 
foundations that value its mission to safeguard Polish and Polish American history for future generations.  All donations 
to the Polish Center are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
 The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning is an association of dedicated individuals committed to providing 
learning resources and programming to benefit a broad spectrum of the community interested in Polish culture.
 Help us move forward. We ask you to consider a membership at your level of choice. For additional information call 
Phone: 413–592–0001, or write to the address below.

Please ask about special gift giving 
(check the box), In addition to special 
gift giving, families and businesses 
have an opportunity for commemora-
tive sponsorship of rooms and galleries 
in our new home.

We recommend that non-member visitors to the Polish Center 
galleries donate a minimum of $5 per person to the museum. 
Special privileges to members apply.

 A NOTE ABOUT OUR 2011 kATYŃ AND 
SIBERIA ExHIBIT AND PROGRAMS

Over 900 visitors came to see the exhibit at the Polish 
Center and attended the one-act Lewandowska play. 

About 100 attended the panel discussion. 
we co-sponsored at Westfield State University. 



P       OLISH CENTER                     OF DISCOVERY AND LEARNING            
                   33 South St.   Chciopee, MA 01013  

EMBRACE YOUR HERITAGE

FROM OUR ExHIBIT

Photo of Franciszek 
Baczor and Wojtek 
the Polish soldier 
bear. See the article 
about our Wojtek dis-
play on pages 1-3. 
Franciszek Baczor 
(1916-1991) was a 
member of the Polish 
Second Corps and was 
intimately acquainted 
with Wojtek. Rights 
to use this photo, 
and two others, for 
our exhibit purposes 
were provided by Vic 
Baczor of the UK 
with the strict under-
standing that they are 
not to be passed on to 
others.

CeLe  
poLsKIeGo CenTRuM 

 nauKoweGo 
 zbieranie i przechowywanie przedmiotów 
o tematyce historyczno-kulturalnej polskiej 
ludnoœci w Stanach Zjednoczonych i w Polsce.
 po zrealizowaniu celów, pragniemy staæ 
siê ¿ywym pomnikiem czcz¹cym pamiêæ 
polskich emigrantów i ich potomków jako 
wspołuczestników ¿ycia kultury, nauki i 
ekonomii tego kraju.
 organizowanie wystaw, warsztatów 
naukowych, wykładów i seminariów
 udzielanie pomocy osobom szukaj¹cym 
informacji i materiałów pomocniczych o 
polsce  i polakach w stanach zjednoczonych.
 udzielanie wsparcia osobom d¹¿¹cym do 
wprowadzenia polskich tematów do programów 
nauczania i utworzenie baz danych informacji 
dotycz¹cych polski i polonii.


