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…A GESTURE OF GRATITUDE TO OUR ANCESTORS…

M ay 3, 2005 was a very special day for the Polish Center of
 Discovery and Learning. It was on this day that we received the

keys to the 18-room, 130-year-old building that would become
our new home once it was renovated and converted into a Polish
American museum and cultural center. The keys were passed to
Joseph M. Topor, Jr., President of the Board of the Polish Center, by
Bishop Timothy A. O’Donnell, Bishop of Springfield. Once the reno-
vations are completed and the technology in place, we will not only
have an especially attractive home in which our history will be preserved
for future generations, but a space which will allow us to offer a greatly
expanded variety of programs and exhibits. Completion of the project
depends on our success to fund the renovation of the facility. On
accepting the keys, Joseph Topor noted:

“It is our intention to renovate this building as a gesture
of gratitude to our ancestors for the history and the culture they fought so hard to pass on to us.
Certainly our personal histories will be added to the Polish Center’s collections in time, as we confirm our
humanity by creating a culture distinctly our own, yet with echoes of the past.”

He explained why we have committed ourselves to this project with our time, labor and financial resources:
 “Many Polish Americans recall moments in their lives when they connected with their

parents and grandparents in a very special way. They may have related fascinating, even spell-
binding, tales of their experiences in Poland and America or spoke of personal struggles that
haunted them as they faced difficult social, political and economic crises. Still, they passed on
age-old traditions lovingly and, perhaps, a language bound to a culture and land thousands of
miles away. Looking back, we marvel at their inherent talents, perseverance, and accomplish-
ments in America despite having little, if any, knowledge of the English language.”

“It is the mission of the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning at Elms College to tell
our story—to compose a tangible image of the Polish people, an image made of historical
materials preserved to inspire future generations while providing a research facility for scholars.”

The building was once the rectory of Holy Name of Jesus Church on South Street just across the street
and a few yards down from the Gaylord Center at Elms College. It is located near the convergence of US Rts.
90, 91 and 391. This makes it especially convenient for visitors and scholars traveling between New York
City, Albany or Boston. Within a thirty-mile radius of the center, there are no less than eleven institutions of
higher leaning, a number of museums and a rich variety of tourist attractions. We are confident that once the
Polish Center is completed, it will become a serious tourist attraction. For this reason, the Center has become
a member of the Greater Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The Polish Center will continue its relationship with Elms College. If anything, the move may enhance
our relationship with the school. There can be little doubt that that which we are doing has the potential to
become a signature project for Elms. The Polish Community in the United States has changed dramatically as it
enters a new phase. As it goes forward, it is absolutely vital to document its past. Ours is a unique endeavor for the
country as we attempt to address a need to preserve our story by safeguarding objects that represent the history of
the material culture of our people. We believe that a properly financed and skillfully designed Polish museum
and research center will benefit society both academically, commercially, as well as spiritually.
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The new Polish Center building at 33 South Street
in Chicopee, Massachusetts



T he new home of the Polish Center of Discovery and
 Learning is an especially attractive building that was

once  in serious disrepair. Much was needed to make
the building habitable and much is needed still to meet
the Center’s needs.

Since taking over the building, we have repaired the
entire roof, which was vulnerable to heavy water damage.
Five chimneys were repaired and rebuilt (including adding
modern flues, flashing and more). The interior walls of all 18
rooms and hallways were stripped of their aged wallpaper
and old, wet and moldy rugs were removed. We fixed about
forty leaks in the plumbing and made temporary repairs to
all bathrooms. Later, the bathrooms will be remodeled to
accommodate public use. Parts of ceilings and walls near
collapse were torn down and a considerable amount of
electrical repairs were made. Ceilings on the first floor have
been restored and painted and six attractive light fixtures
were hung. The main floor has been wallpapered, beautiful
oak doors stripped of paint, woodwork painted and
polyurethaned, as well as floors sanded and varnished. The
old furnace was removed and two new gas furnaces installed.
Sixty new Pella windows have been installed and all asbestos
removed. While the work indoors progresses, the exterior
of the building had repairs made and was made more
presentable with a number of coats of paint. The porch was
left as is because we expect to replace it with a concert hall by
the end of next year.

The Polish Center has accomplished much during the
last two years. It has been fortunate to have a very dedicated
and active board of directors and many very loyal and
supportive individuals who believe in that which we hope to
accomplish. We sincerely believe that our project is unique
and that once completed our Center will become a national
attraction. With the encouragement of board member Joanne
Gruszkos, we have become members of the Greater
Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau.

We are especially grateful to all those who have invested
their enthusiasm, talents and valuable time to this renovation
and conversion project. Eugene Kirejczyk works tirelessly
overseeing the work in the building. Waclaw Szymczakiewicz
gives so much of himself painting and wallpapering, as does
Henry Dziok, who is a talented carpenter and expert renovator.
Henry’s son, Tom Dziok, has been responsible for replacing
ceilings, walls, floors, and more. Ed Dzielenski, an absolute
genius at organization, has spent hours putting things in shape,
in addition to countless other projects. None of this would be
possible without the dedication and organizational and
business acumen of people such as Joseph M. Topor, Jr.,

Mitchell Dobek, Andrew E. Skroback, Jr., Robert Perlak
and Joseph Pieciak. Mr. Topor’ heartfelt dedication has
proven to be invaluable to the Polish Center. We thank Mr.
Kazimierz Barut (everyone knows “Kaz” for his engaging
recollections of his life during WWII in the USSR, Iran and
North Africa—you will hear him singing in the Polish Center as
he works) for his labor as an electrician together with his friend
Joe Ferrera. Joan Czaja Marsh has been a faithful supporter
of the Polish Center from before its inception. She continues
to search for ways to finance our projects and insure that the
work in the Center progresses properly. L. Squire Bressor
and John Skibiski have for years created a network of
contacts and knowledge that has been invaluable to an
organization such as ours, one that depends on expanding
its base for not only financial support but for the acquisition of
materials. The Polish Center benefits immensely from the
limitless energy and expertise of Teresa Struziak Sherman,
PNA National Director who is responsible for promoting and
advertising the Polish Center. Carl Stoy, Jr., a long-time loyal
member of the Polish Center has been committed not only
to this building project but the very concept of our mission.
He is always there when we need him. Speaking of always
there when needed, Eugene Gorski can always be relied on
to lend a hand even when called at the last minute.

All that we do could not be done without the hard work
of many individuals who have worked tirelessly to find
funding for this project and have given their time and hearts
to making sure things progress smoothly. We especially
applaud the many individuals, clubs, organizations, companies
and banks who have supported us. Without them, we would
not have done all that we have been able to do to date. You
will be hearing more about them in future communications
from the Polish Center

The Polish Center has become richer with the addition of
two new board members who will prove invaluable to our
successful accomplishments in the future. Attorney John Soja
provides us with the special legal insight and knowledge
that a rapidly growing organization, such as the Polish
Center, is in need of. Helen Vaselacopoulos brings to the
table a knowledge of office skills and connections required
as we move from a “mom-and-pop” organization to a
sophisticated and properly structured museum, research and
cultural center.

WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED SINCE
RECEIVING THE KEYS?



OUR BOARD OF

DIRECTORS FOR 2007
President: Mr. Joseph Topor, Jr.

Vice-President: Mr. Mitchell Dobek
Treasurer: Mr. Eugene Kirejczyk

Clerk: Dr. Joan Czaja Marsh
Mr. L. Squire Bressor
Mr. Edward Dzielenski

Mr. Henry Dziok
Ms. Joanne Gruszkos

Mr. Robert Perlak
Mr. Joseph Pieciak

Ms. Teresa Struziak Sherman
Mr. John Skibiski

Mr. Andrew E. Skroback, Jr.
Atty. John Soja

Mr. Carl Stoy, Jr.
Mr. Waclaw Szymczakiewicz

Ms. Helen Vaselacopoulos
HONORARY DIRECTORS

Ms. Jane Bielski Mr. Eugene Gorski
Mr. Anthony Krzystofik Dr. Gladys Midura
Dr. Carla Oleska Mr. John Olko (deceased)

Mr. Walter Wrzesien
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mr. Stanis³aw (Staœ) Radosz

THE POLISH CENTER RECEIVES
MASSACHUSETTS CULTURAL

COUNCIL GRANT

W e are very pleased to announce that the Polish Center
 was awarded a $2,000 grant from the Local

Chicopee Council of the Massachusetts Cultural Council
to fund, in part, the installation of gallery lighting on the
second floor of our new facility. The Massachusetts Cultural
Council is a state agency which awards grants through a
competitive process. The plans for the second floor include
creating a gallery on the Polish journey to America, the
Polish American home, Polish folk arts, and Polish history, in
addition to a genealogy library, book stacks and work room.
Our most sincere thanks go out to the Council members
for their help.

SPECIAL GIFTS AND PLEDGES FROM BUSINESSES AND BANKS

T he Polish Center is pleased to have received support in the way of gifts (monetary as well as non-monetary)
 and pledges from local businesses and banking institutions. Recognition from sources such as these boosts

our enthusiasm and encourages us to press on with confidence. Banks that have awarded us either significant one-
time grants or three-year pledges of financial support include: Aldenville Credit Union, Bank of America, The
Bank of Western Massachusetts, Berkshire Bank, Chicopee Savings Bank, NewAlliance Bank, Peoples’ Bank,
The Polish National Credit Union, United Bank, and Westbank.

The Polish Center appreciates the considerable support it has received from the Polish National Alliance and
its many individual members throughout the United States. Most recently, we have been awarded a $5,000 grant
from the Beveridge Foundation toward the cost of installing a sprinkler system in the Polish Center.

Although we are always saddened to hear of the dissolution of a Polish organization, the Polish Center is
grateful to have received over $5,500 from the balance of the treasury of the Massachusetts Federation of Polish
Women’s Clubs.

We sincerely appreciate the many individuals, social organizations, foundations, businesses and banks that
have contributed to securing our continued success. We consider ourselves fortunate to have opportunities to
receive support from state government programs such as the Massachusetts Cultural Council. The Polish Center
has applied for a special grant from the Massachusetts Cultural Council Facilities Grant Program. The receipt of
this grant would help us move forward more vigorously.

The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Co. has been very generous to us during the past year. The Polish
Center received from them five computers and monitors, book cases, a desk, display cabinets, and more. The
computers were set up in the Polish Center thanks to the technical expertise and effort of the Elms College Infor-
mation Services staff. Fortier Painting Inc. of East Longmeadow, MA has pledged to provide us with all the
wallcovering and paint for the rooms and corridors on the second and third floors of our building. We also thank
Johnson and Hill Staffing Service, Inc. of Springfield, MA for donating the services of a temporary worker. We
appreciated receiving the help at a moment when we needed it the most.



OUR NEW POLISH CENTER—EMBRACING OUR HERITAGE

OUR PREVIOUS FACILITY:
With the formation of the Kosciuszko Foundation New England Chapter on the campus of the College of Our Lady

of the Elms in 1997, a door was opened for further cooperation between the school and the Polish community. Much has
happened since Sr. Kathleen Keating, who was President of the College, met with Staœ Radosz in 1998 to discuss the
founding of the Polish Center. A proposal was submitted and an agreement was approved by the school’s Board of
Trustees. Of course, without significant support a new venture, such as ours, could not have taken root and prospered.
Especially meaningful encouragement came from the Kosciuszko Foundaton New England Chapter and its members of the
Board of Directors, who served in large part as advisors to the new organization. Thanks to a generous gift from the Topor
and Czaja families, we had the necessary funds to begin our project. Serious encouragement and an enthusiastic
endorsement of the new center were provided by Carolyn Czaja Topor and college staff Jane Bielski, Scott Hartblay, and
Patricia Burden. By February 1999, the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning was recognized by the Elms College
Board of Trustees as an independent organization hosted by the school.

A room was provided the Center on campus on the third floor of the former college library. Supporters of the Polish
Center provided the funds to convert the room to suit the Center’s needs. Adjacent to the Center was a common space for
lectures which accommodated 60 people comfortably. For larger audiences, the library auditorium and the main school
auditorium were made available for use by the Center. Our temporary exhibits were mounted primarily in the college
Borgia Gallery. However, other exhibits were set up off campus as well.

From the 2006 Polish Center exhibit “Beyond Pierogi and Go³¹bki”, photographs of Poland by Georgene Bramlage

Though modest growth of the Polish Center was anticipated from the beginning, its phenomenal potential was especially
made clear to us during the last four years. It was also made clear that we would need our own facility in order to take
advantage of this potential. Our growth has been so dynamic that enlarging the Center’s space was vital to properly
accommodate our collections and to properly execute our mission. Various scenarios for expansion were considered
before deciding on the present project. The Executive Director of the Polish Center was inspired by the Swedish Museum
in Chicago which converted a store with three floors into a marvelous museum with materials depicting the history of the
Swedish population of the city. Our Polish Center would safeguard historical objects representative of the material culture
of the Polish people in America and abroad and provide visitors, especially young people with an opportunity to view
the past. The Center would encourage individuals to learn from the experiences of one of the largest and most successful
immigrant groups in America and share in their journey becoming Americans.

THE PROPOSED PROJECT:
At first, we considered constructing our own building. The cost of such an enterprise seemed daunting so we searched

for other alternatives. On May 3, 2005 we acquired the keys to a 130-year-old historic building whose 18 rooms were in
serious disrepair. It appeared that the building could soon be slated for demolition. It was evident to us that the structure
might be renovated and converted to accommodate our needs. It is interesting to note that some of the first Poles to settle
in Chicopee 126 years ago spent their first night in the city in this building and that John F. Kennedy spent a night in the
house in 1947 during his first political campaign. We began by consulting an architect to determine the cost of renovating
and converting the structure into a museum and a research and cultural center. The members of the board of directors
were then polled to determine to what extent they were willing to support the project with personal funds. It appeared that
they were personally prepared to donate over $180,000. Banks were approached for pledges and a campaign was begun



to collect enough funds to begin the work on our new facility. It was decided that once the renovation of the main part of the
building was completed, a concert hall would be added to the side of the building, replacing the porch and expanding the
space. December 4, 2004, it was determined that the cost of completing the renovation and conversion of the main part of the
building would amount to $563,700 and that the addition would cost about $300,000. It was estimated that the entire project
would cost about $800,000. As we progressed, we learned that our cost figures were reasonable but needed to be adjusted
upwards as we encountered additional challenges and a rise in the cost of materials and labor. However, we have been fortunate
to have some of the labor provided free of charge by individuals dedicated to the Center’s mission.

THE CHALLENGE: BEFORE AND AFTER:

PROJECT VITAL TO OVERALL STRATEGIC PLAN:
This new facility is very important to our overall strategic plan for the future of the Center. We simply can not continue

operating without expanding our space. The new facility provides room to properly store the materials we have collected,
create exhibit galleries, accommodate lectures and other events, and serve the public. We believe that our center is unique
in the United States and that it addresses needs not always fulfilled by other museums, research centers and serious social
organizations. We have no doubt that once completed, the newly converted facility will attract still more interest throughout
the country.

(continued)



ECONOMIC IMPACT AND TOURISM:
It is expected that the new Polish Center will have a positive economic impact on our area.  We are convinced that if

our Center is properly endowed it will draw to it a great number of people from the entire US (perhaps abroad as well) and
that it will become a unique and fascinating tourist attraction. Our project will benefit the region culturally as well as
economically. In addition, renovation of the building increases the appearance and value of surrounding properties. The
Polish Center will continue to help scholars, businesses, and others locate information about Poland and Poles in America
but in an improved environment. In many ways, this is a signature project for Massachusetts and New England. A properly
financed and skillfully designed Polish museum will benefit society by drawing attention to the region, thus helping to
stimulate commercial activity. As the Center grows and matures, it will continue to depend on volunteers; however, it will be
necessary to hire a few professionals. Our new facility will require that the Polish Center sponsor new innovative programs.
Tourism will play a significant role in the new Polish Center. It is vital for us to become recognized nationally as a destination
for entertainment and information which also offers space for conventions.

We believe that a Polish American elder hostel at the Polish Center and Elms College would attract a number of
people. The tourism opportunities in Western Massachusetts for such a program are many. They would not only include
Polish New England landmarks and specialties but all the general attractions available to the visitors in New England. The
variety of tourism opportunities is many. The Polish Center would like to sponsor a Polish Renaissance Fair (we have
16th c. military re-enactors in New England) and special children’s programs. It is vital that the Polish Center attract
visitors. We will encourage travel agents to inform people to visit our facility.

The expanded space allows us to exhibit materials we already have in our collections while providing us sufficient
space for future acquisitions. We will now have an opportunity to create topical vignettes with primary resources illustrating
the history of the lives of Poles in America. We will be able to mount exhibits describing the voyage to America, the lives of
Polish Americans in education, sports, business, everyday life, religion, music, folk arts, etc. We will also have a genealogy
library and a children’s activity center. In addition, we have some one at the University of Bialystok in Poland designing a
village cottage from 80 years ago to illustrate the conditions from which most Polish village emigrants came. We will
advertise in tourist guides and expand the promotion of our endeavors through the media.

SUCCESS:
Success is measured by the number and quality of materials

donated for safekeeping to the Polish Center, the number of
individuals who visit, call or e-mail the Center, financial support, and
the quality of programs. The renovation and conversion of the
building will require an expansion of staff, an increase in financial
support, in addition to the innovative programming. As the many
Polish organizations in the area downsize, we will open our space
for their use. The space will be made available to others as well.
We expect that such organizations as the Kosciuszko Foundation
New England Chapter, the Polish National Alliance, and the Polish
Junior League, The Polish Genealogical Society of Massassachusetts,
The Society of Polish American Culutre of Western  Massachusetts
and others will meet in our facility. Once the addition is constructed,
we expect a number of national conventions to convene at the
Polish Center.

THE MAIN PROTAGONISTS:
We have already begun introducing more professional help in running the Polish Center. Our growth from a “mom and

pop” operation into a dynamic research and cultural resource center required attracting a number of especially talented and
successful business personalities to our board of directors. We are also fortunate to have people who have significant
connections with a variety of organizations and business owners.

Chicopee Mayor Michael D. Bissonnette (Center) and Elms College
President James Mullen (right) visit with Polish Center Director
Staœ Radosz (left) during the renovation of the main floor of the
new facility.



Architectural drawings prepared by Stephen Jablonski

of Stephen Jablonski Architects, Springfield, Mass.

NEW ENTRANCE AND CONCERT HALL ADDITION ON THE EAST SIDE OF PROPOSED NEW ENTRANCE

FROM THE PARKING LOT OF THE BUILDING

OUR WORK GOES ON AS HAMMERS POUND THE WALLS
BEVERIDGE FOUNDATION GRANT AWARDED

I nformation about the Polish Center has appeared throughout the United States. Thanks in great part to the efforts
 of  board member Teresa Struziak Sherman and many friends, the Center has had excellent coverage in a number

of newspapers and other media.
Those of you who have seen the February 3, 2006 issue of the Bia³y Orze³/White Eagle were, no doubt, surprised

to see that the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning at Elms College was featured on the front page and on two full
pages inside the newspaper. Publisher, Darek Barcikowski, visited the Polish Center and the new facility we are renovating
and prepared an exceptional Polish language piece about our collections and our goals for the future. The Bia³y Orze³/White

Eagle appears biweekly and can be obtained free at many Polish stores and other enterprises.
Although everyone at the Polish Center is involved in searching for financial support in the way of pledges and grants,

we have recently engaged Ms. Cicily Corbett to help us search out major sources of funding. Ms. Corbett is a Springfield
freelance writer with degrees from Smith College and Purdue University.

THE LAYOUT OF THE MANY GALLERIES, CONCERT HALL, LECTURE SPACES,

GENEALOGY LIBRARY, CHILDREN’S ROOM, BOOK STACKS, AND MORE

THE NEW FLOOR PLAN



“Có¿ mo¿e byæ piêkniejszego
od cz³owieka rycerskiego!”

A song from Poland’s ancient past suggests to sound trumpets and beat
drums for “what could be more beautiful then a knight”. These sentiments
certainly describe the awe inspiring attributes of a Polish winged hussar (husarz)
of the 1600s. The powerful and exotic image of a highly decorative knight in armor
sporting wings and leopard skin has become an important symbol of the Polish
spirit. Today, depictions of the hussar wings can be found on some contem-
porary badges of the Polish military.

Thanks to the generosity of many and the efforts of Wac³aw Szymczakiewicz,
the Polish Center acquired an exceptional replica of a winged hussar produced
by Eryk Jadaszewski of Dublin, New Hampshire. This very meaningful artifact is
made up of an impressive szyszak (helmet), napierœnik and naplecznik (decorative
breastplate and backpiece),  naramienniki (armlets), ¿upan z pasem (undergarment
with sash), faux leopard pelt, karabela (Polish scimitar), nadziaki (war hammers),
strza³y (arrows with case), a special bow made in Europe, koncerz (a long stocky
sword), special boots made in Poland, a wooden rack to hold the armor, and
more. All this is on display in the Polish Center to inspire future generations.

The origins of the Polish hussar can be traced to the Balkans and other states contiguous to the borders of the Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth of the 1500s. Stretching from the Baltic to the Black Seas,
Poland was influenced by a rich variety of cultures, religions and traditions from
the East. Though the nation had always maintained a close relationship with Hungary,
that relationship intensified once the Transylvanian Stefan Batory was elected King of
Poland. Hungarian and Turkish styles and words were introduced to Poland’s
traditionally western culture. Few Poles are not familiar with the image of King Jan
Sobieski and his winged hussars rescuing Christian Europe from defeat at the
hands of Ottoman Turks at Vienna in 1683.

Eryk Jadaszewski has had a strong interest in his Polish background from a very
young age. His grandfather, Jan, immigrated to Brooklyn from Rypin, Kujawia in
1907. His father, Stefan, was born in “Polish” Greenpoint, NY. Eryk learned to
read, write and speak Polish and has visited Poland several times. In 2002, after
learning about a new group of 17th century Polish military re-enactors in Virgina, he
co-founded a New England group known as the Czarniecki Division. In 2005 he
established the Polish Hussar Supply Plus company out of a love of Polish history
and culture.

The Polish Center of Discovery and Learning appreciates the contributions made
toward the purchase of our “husarz z skrzyd³ami” (hussar with wings).The following
contributed to the purchase of this armor and accessories: The Polish American
Congress  of Western Massachusetts, Walter Wrzesien, Polish National Alliance
Lodge 525, Wacek Szymczakiewicz, Danuta Wójcik, Mater Dolorosa Parish
Holy Name Society, DBA Taylor Auto Service, Joseph Kos, Tom Foran, Zelmira
Silva, Tom Foran in honor of his mother Stephanie Blodgiet, Frank Wolanin, Edmund
Babski, Czes³aw Cholewa, Maryla and Wies³aw Olszak, Zdzis³aw Rakowski,
W³adlys³awa Sawicki, Jan Sadowski, Stanis³aw Kowal, David Szymczakiewicz, Ma³gorzata and David Fortier,
Max Lukomy, Czes³aw Kruszewski, Jacek Kucharski, and Stanis³aw Chmilewski.

T



THE 6TH ANNUAL GOLF
SCRAMBLE TO BENEFIT

THE POLISH CENTER JULY 9, 2007

T his year marks the sixth anniversary
        of the Annual Golf Scramble and it
promises to be as exciting and fun- filled as
in  previous years. Participation in this
tournament allows us to renovate and
convert our new home, which houses an

ever-growing collection of historical artifacts and provides a
wide range of educational events.

This event will take place on Monday, July 9, 2007 at
the Hampden Country Club, 128 Wilbraham Road in
Hampden, MA. The registration fee is $125 per person;
$500 per team (includes cart, driving range and use of locker
facilities). Team format: (A) Men and (B) Women and mixed
gender. Checks may be made payable to the Polish Center
and sent to:

Edward K. Dzielenski
Tournament Coordinator
14 Fenwood Rd.
Longmeadow, MA 01106
Phone: 413-567-3132

Sponsorship categories include: Platinum ($1,500) for
two foursomes, golf carts, lunch and buffet; Gold ($1,000)
one foursome, golf cart, lunch and buffet; Silver ($750) two
golfers, golf cart, lunch and buffet; Tee/Green/Practice
($100). Dinner only is $30. Those who are unable to attend
are encouraged to make a donation. Registration begins at
10:30 am. Lunch is between 10:45 and 11:50 am and
includes hamburgers, hot dogs, Polish sausage, assorted
salads, fruit, dessert, and beverages. Shotgun start at 12:01
(noon). A 12 oz. grilled sirloin steak, salad, baked potato,
rolls, dessert and beverages will be served at 5:00 pm.

KAS KIELB MAKING
CHANDELIER

O ne of the pleasures of being involved intimately in
 the process of renovating the Polish Center is having an

opportunity to meet and associate with a great number of
exceptional people—individuals who truly respect their
heritage and are skilled in expressing this by means of their
remarkable talents—whether it is Henry Dziok reproducing
twelve corbels for the exterior of the building, Joan Marsh
preparing window treatments, Wacek Szymczakiewicz’s
decorating skills, or Carl Stoy’s knack for preparing military
miniatures.

Featured here, is just a fragment of a chandelier designed
and being made by artist Kasmer Kielb of Wilbraham.
When completed the chadelier will have hand-made coats-
of-arms of the three major historical capitals of Poland and
sport a number of arms for lights. It will be installed in the
proposed new entrance to the Polish Center building.

OUR COLLECTIONS

A week does not go by without the receipt of some
 marvelous addition to our collections—a book

or other object of historical or cultural
significance. Whenever possible, materials
have been transferred to our new location.
However, until we complete work on the
second floor of our building, some things
will remain housed in three locations on
campus.

Ed Dzielenski, long-time volunteer
and board member of the Polish Center
has spent hours, sometimes late at night,
organizing our many books and other ma-
terials. We look forward to the day when we can proudly
exhibit our collections to the general public in our newly
renovated facility.

BEVERIDGE FOUNDATION GRANT
AWARDED

W e have recently been advised that The Frank Stanley
 Beveridge Foundation has awarded the Polish Center

a grant of $5,000 toward the installation of a sprinkler
system at the Polish Center. We are grateful to the Foundation,
which supports the advancement or promotion of science,
learning, medicine, surgery, literature, music, art and human
welfare. Frank Stanley Beveridge founded Stanley Home
Products, Inc. in Westfield, Massachusetts in 1933 and
estabilished the Foundation in 1947. Until 2000, Stanley
Park, a garden of almost 300 acres in Westfield, was the
principal recipient of funds.



A BEAUTIFUL GIFT OF SOUND AND MEMORIES

T he Polish Center of Discovery and Learning at Elms College
 recently received a grand piano as a gift from Jennifer Topor

McDermott. The piano, which graces the newly renovated
Crystal Room, belonged to Mrs. McDermott’s grandmother
Genevieve Stopa Topor, the widow of Joseph Topor, Sr., former
Chicopee Alderman and former owner of Topor Motor Sales.
Genevieve Topor studied piano with Prof. Cerboneschi, a well
known Springfield teacher and Chicopee native and Big Band
pianist Frankie Carle. As a young woman she played with Jan
Robak’s orchestra and toured New England with Polish orchestras.
After her marriage she gave piano lessons on this piano in her
home on Stearns Terrace. She was the first teacher of the child
prodigy Sylvia Zaremba. She accompanied the Mitchell Brothers,
three young Chicopee brothers who performed singing and
dancing routines and who appeared on Ted Mack’s Amateur

Hour. In the 1950’s the middle brother, Edwin Jasinski,  became
the  first Clarabelle the Clown on the Howdy Doody TVshow.She also accompanied the internationally acclaimed
soprano, Gladys Kuchta.

Genevieve Topor was the daughter of Onufry Stopa who immigrated from Lukawiec, Poland in 1905 and Karolina
Skok who immigrated from Frysztak, Poland. Both of these towns are located near Rzeszów in southern Poland, east of
Krakow. Her family was extremely musical. Her father Onufry played the bass violin at local Polish events, her brother
John was a professional violinist and her brother Medard played the accordion. The mission of the Polish Center of
Discovery and Learning is to honor the dedicated immigrants who contributed so much to American society. The piano
graces the Crystal Room in the newly renovated Polish Center Home on South Street, Chicopee.

Krakus Festival 2007

J oin us for an exciting evening in October!  The second
annual fund-raising event for the Polish Center will be held at the

Basketball Hall of Fame in Springfield, MA on Saturday, October 27, 2007.

An elegant dinner, dancing to the Jimmy Sturr and Johnny Prytko
Orchestras, with a special tribute to Larry Chesky and Happy Louie,
plus the opportunity to tour the museum will make this a memorable
event.  Remember it’s all for furthering the good cause of the Polish
Center of Discovery and Learning.

Mark your calendars and plan to join us.  If you have any questions or
would like more information,, please feel free to call Joanne Gruszkos,
Chairperson of the Gala, at 413-733-7341.

                          LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE

Mrs. Alice Krzemiñska Murphy visits the Polish Center and renews
her acquaintance with an old friend, the piano on which she once took
lessions from teacher Genevieve Stopa Topor.

Our host
The Kraków Dragon



THE SUCCESS OF THIS VERY SPECIAL CENTER depends on a continued strong expression
of interest and support by the College and people like you — the friends of Polish culture! We invite you
to become a member (or renew your membership) of the Polish Center of Discovery and Learning at Elms
College. Please encourage others — friends and family—to support the Polish Center.

____ (Chopin Circle) $1,000 and above ____ (Copernicus Circle) $100-$249

____ (Kosciuszko Circle) $500-$999 ____ (Matejko Circle) $50-$99

____ (Sklodowska-Curie Circle) $250-$499 ____ (Mickiewicz Circle) $35-$49

A special gift of  $ ________ in honor or memory of __________________________________

______ I would like to learn more about bequests, matching grants and other categories of giving.

My Name _______________________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State and Zip ___________________________________________________ Phone______________

I would like to receive newsletters and other messages from the Polish Center by e-mail   ____Yes     ____No

My e-mail address is __________________________

Please return to our mailing address:
Polish Center of Discovery and Learning
Elms College
291 Springfield Street
Chicopee, MA  01013

Donations to the Polish Center
are tax deductible

YOUR SUPPORT
We have experienced a great deal of local support for the Polish Center and the renovation project.

The rapid growth of the Center since its inception eight years ago and increased public support
attest to a broad endorsement of its mission. The Center cooperates regionally with the initiatives of
other institutions and cultural associations and seeks to maintain a strong working relationship with
them. We aspire to be a national organization. Our collection activities encompass the entire country.

OUR GREATEST SUPPORT COMES FROM YOU.

THE MISSION OF THE POLISH CENTER

Y To become a living monument that celebrates the contribution of the Polish people to the arts,
economy and the sciences.

Y To collect and preserve historical objects representative of the material culture of the Polish
people in America and in Poland.

Y To provide learning resources and programming to benefit both Elms College and a broad
spectrum of the community interested in Polish and Polish-American culture.

Y To prepare exhibits of historical and cultural materials.

Y To help individuals locate information about Poland and the Poles in America.

Y To offer a variety of lectures, conferences, seminars, concerts and other events which promote
an interest in Polish and Polish-American culture.

PLEASE ASK ABOUT MEMORIAL OPPORTUNITIES HERITAGE

Choose to name an area of the Polish Center after your family
or someone especially important to you, a fraternal organization, or enterprise.



P      OLISH CENTER
      OF DISCOVERY AND LEARNING AT ELMS COLLEGE
         291 Springfield Street Chicopee, MA 01013

EMBRACE YOUR HERITAGE

Consider undergraduate study as a
full-time student or part-time

in the evenings? Inquire about
 Elms College.

KASZANKA Z KROMK¥ ŒWIE¯EGO CHLEBA ZE SMALCEM
From the Polish Center’s tour of western Poland: A village
dinner in £owicz. Our 2007 tour features southern Poland.

CELE
POLSKIEGO CENTRUM

NAUKOWEGO
PRZY UCZELNI ELMS COLLEGE

Y Zbieranie i przechowywanie przedmiotów o
tematyce historyczno-kulturalnej polskiej
ludnoœci w Stanach Zjednoczonych i w Polsce.

Y Po zrealizowaniu celów, pragniemy staæ siê
¿ywym pomnikiem czcz¹cym pamiêæ polskich
emigrantów i ich potomków jako
wspo³uczestników ¿ycia kultury, nauki i
ekonomii tego kraju.

Y Organizowanie wystawy, warsztatów
naukowych, wyk³adów i seminariów

Y Udzielanie pomocy osobom szukaj¹cym
informacji i materia³ów pomocniczych o Polsce i
Polakach w Stanach Zjednoczonych.

Y Udzielanie wsparcia osobom d¹¿¹cym do
wprowadzenia polskich tematów do programów
nauczania i utworzenie bazê danych informacji
dotycz¹cych Polski i Polonii.


